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18 ROYAL HIGHNESS 


Prince EpwarD Avevsrus. 


May it Pleaſe your Royal Highneſs, 


(RACIOUSLY.- to accept the follow- | 
ing diſcourſe ; ; which owes its publication 
ſolely to your Highneſs's command. To diſ- 
obey this would ill become me; otherwiſe, my 
former endeavours, on this ſubje&, might well 
have pleaded my exemption from another at- 
tempt : in which, ſimilarity of ſentiment, in 
various particulars, muſt be ſuppoſed to pre- 
vail; and will need much candid acceptation as 
wa from your Royal Highneſs, as from the 


public. 


Az ; We 


[ iv ] 

We congra tulate ourſelves on the favourable 
opinion your Royal Highneſs was pleaſed to 
expreſs of our charity : where ſo many young, 
helpleſs, and truly pitiable objects muſt ſurely 
move compaſſion 1 in every humane breaſt. We 
are ſenſible of the honour done us by your 
Royal Highneſs's preſence : and eſpecially by 
that condeſcending, yet princely, behaviour, 
which cannot fail to engage all hearts. Nor 
could We expect leſs from the Son of a PRIN- 
cESs, whoſe amiable conduct hath juſtly render- 
ed her the univerſal object of Britiſh eſteem :— 
From the BROTHER of a PRINCE, whoſe ſhining 
example and diſtinguiſhed humanity gives him 
a place in every Engliſhman's affection: and of 
whom we might ſay the higheſt things, without 
the leaſt ſuſpicion of flattery ; as we hope the 
greateſt things, without the leaſt apprehenſion 
of diſappointment, 


We 


1 I 2 
. — 


We flatter ourſelves, that your Highneſs's 
kind repreſentation of the happy ſtate of ſo 
many of our gracious, Sovereign's people, re- 
ſtored from the moſt conſummate diſtreſs, from 
idleneſs, vice, and early ruin; to induſtry, 
virtue, and life; will diffuſe a pleaſure through 
your Royal Family, but eſpecially through our 
beloved Monarch's breaſt : anxious as He is, we 
know, for the preſeryation of his people : and 
will gain his approbation to ſo 5 a 
deſign.---A deſign, allow me, Sim, with pleaſure 
to remark, conducted by Gentlemen, perfectly 
convinc'd of the happineſs of the preſent glorious 
eſtabliſhment : and honoured, peculiarly, by the 
Preſidency of one, whoſe valuable and excellent 
qualities, ſo well known to your Royal Highneſs, 
it would be impertinent in me to mention. As 
on every other account we think ourſelves happy 
in Lord HERT For D's attachment; fo particu- 
larly, for that He was pleaſed to introduce 
your Royal Highneſs amongſt us. 


E D- 
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EDWARD is a renown'd and a favourite 
name in Britiſh ſtory : no leſs fam'd for martial 
than for munificent virtue: that your Royal 
Highneſs may, under the conſtant guidance of 
Heaven, nobly unite, in yourſelf, both theſe 
characters: and advance into action, amidſt the 


concurrence of every favourable circumſtance: 


and that under the continued protection of 
your illuſtrious Houſe, our land may long enjoy 
it's preſent great felicities, is the ſincere wiſh, 


and moſt ardent prayer of, 


STR, 
Your Royal Hiehneſs S 
moſt devoted and 
. © obedient Servant, 


WILLIAM Dopp. 


S Sr ei em =A waitin yoicc 


Hy 
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S E R M ON, Oc. 
St. LUKE xix. IO, 


FOR THE SON OF MAN 18 COME TO SEEK AND TO SAVE 
THAT WHICH WAS LOST. 


greement of its Doctrine to the neceſſities of man- 


T H E reaſonableneſs of its precepts, and the great a- 


kind, are clear Evidences of the Truth of Chriſti- 

anity ; and ſatisfactory proofs, that it comes from the Fa- 
ther of Wiſdom, and the God of all Mercy. Let every 
religion, which pretends to divine revelation, be examined in 
this view: the Heathen, or Mahometan, or whatever other 
oppoſite perſuaſion; and they will be found wanting : 
offenſive to- the beſt reaſon, and inadequate to the moſt 
preſſing exigency of human nature: that, I mean, 
of pardon and reconciliation with an offended Deity : 
of forgiveneſs and peace to the wounded conſcience : 


of aſſured grace and favour to the repenting and 


returning Sinner. 
This was a diſcovery, a glorious and heavenly mani- 


feſtation reſerved for, and truly worthy of that Son of 


God, and Saviour of the world, who came 70 ſeek 
47M 41+ and 
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and to ſave that which was bf; who came to raiſe the 
Penitent from the gloom of deſpair, to the light of en- 
livening hope; who came to reſcue Sinners from the bon- 


dage of fin: at once, to {et them free from the angui iſh 


of a wounded conſcience, and to direct their feet, under 
the guidance of gratitude and grace, into the happy paths 
of Obedience and Virtue, 

We will bricfly conſider the Chriſtian 1 in 9 
rence to this its great deſign: and then ſhew, how much 
comfort may be deriv'd from hence, to YOU eſpecially, 
who have ſought: the ſhelter of this hoſpitable dwelling 5 
which like Heaven, opens its friendly doors for the recep- 
tion of afflicted and returning Penitence : and which of 
conſequence well deferves that regard, and protection, 
which it finds; and we truſt, will continue to find, from 
the moſt virtuous and the moft noble: from ſouls moſt 
enlarged by religion : from hearts moſt tenderly influenc'd 


by humanity. 


I. With an eye then to this good deſign, | let us confider 
the great and leading principle in the revelation of Chriſt : 
which is amply diſcover d to us by our Saviour, in the 
words of the Text, who certainly beſt knew himſelf the in- 


tent of his coming into the world; and He came, he aſſures 


us, to ſeck and to ſave that which was oft ; to recover and 


reſtore loft Sinners: and to admit them to grace and 


pardon, on their true repentance and return to God. His 
revelation therefore is founded vpon, and neceſſarily ſup- 


_ Poles 


11 


poſes the depravity of nature, nd the erroneouſneſs of 
practice: as it is immediately calculated to remedy the 
former, and to provide a ſufficient atonement for the latter. 
Look upon it, in any other view, and it becomes a tho- 
rough contradiction. 

For, were human nature perfect: and were it poſſible to 
pay an unerring obedience to the law of conſummate 
righteouſneſs : : did virtue continually attend our ſteps : 
uprightneſs and integrity ever wait upon our doings: did 
no vices defile, no guilt alarm, no tranſgreſſions bear teſti- 
mony againſt us : there would be no room for penitence or 
pardon : we could never want the grace of forgiveneſs, as 
unconſcious of offence : and might, with ſome ſhew of 
| Juſtice, demand the Deity's attention, and lay claim to 

the rewards of his kingdom. The religion of Chriſt, 
upon this view, would be vain and inefficacious : and the 
names of Saviour, Redeemer, and Reflorer, wou'd be 
ſounds without meaning, and words without ſenſe. 

But, in truth, This hath never been the caſe with man- 
kind: Ever fince the fall of our firſt parents, time and cor- 
ruption, depravity and offence have gone on hand in hand : 
and the hiſtory of every period fully fatisfies us, that human 
nature hath been, in every period, the fame : ever alike 
prone to fin, ever alike tainted with guilt : every imagmation 
of the thoughts of man's heart (in the language of the ſacred 
volumes, —of man's Heart, when not reſtrained by the grace 

of G od) hath been only evil continually. And tho' the pre- 
B 2 ference 


44 


e hath in every reſpect been given to Virtue : tho' 
Philoſophers have taught; tho' education from infancy 
hath exerted her power: nay tho' the moſt high hath re- 


vealed his holy will, under the moſt tremendous ſanctions : 


yet the malady hath ftill remain'd unremov'd : and to this 
day we too feelingly lament the prevalence of paſſions, and 


the degeneracy of our nature, 


The wiſdom of philoſophy, tho' conſcious of the evil, 


could neither aſſert the true cauſe, nor aſſign the adequate 


remedy. Virtue they allow'd, they conſtantly maintain'd, 
was infinitely preferable to vice: was the only road to 


true happineſs here: was that alone which could re- 


commend to God ;— if indeed there was a God, who re- 
garded human affairs. But filent was their voice, and 
unavailing their knowledge, when the heart oppreſt with 
guilt ſought to them for relief: when erring virtue, bur- 
den'd in conſcience, and defirous of comfort, applied for caſe 
to the one, and folid grounds for the other. They could 
neither aſſure ſuch of pardon for paſt offences; nor by 


any means enable them to walk blameleſs. for the future. 


Fluctuating in doubt themſelves, they left others equally 
fluctuating : and the beſt hopes, they cou'd dare to enter- 


tain, aroſe from ſome uncertain and dark expectations of 


a mercy, whereto they were ſtrangers; even doubting 
whether ſuch mercy exiſted at all, or it it exiſted, on 
what foundation they could preſume to expect it. 

To remove this uneaſy ſolicitude ; to relieve theſe 


urging | 
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1 
urging neceſſities; and to make the fulleſt and plaineſt 
diſcovery of divine mercy, reconciliation, and peace, the 
ſon of God aſſum' d human nature, and entred upon his 
bleſſed. miniſtry. The grand intent of which, was early 
diſcover'd to 7o/eph,. by the angel, who inform'd him, 
Thou ſhalt call his name FESUS: for He ſhall ſave his 
people from their fins. Accordingly, that prince of peace 
no ſooner made his public appearance, than Pardon and 
_ Life were offer d from his gracious lips to Penitence and 
Faith, The burden'd ſoul, the heart oppreſs'd, the 
ſtricken conſcience ſought him, and he remoy'd the bur- 
den: gave them comfort, gave them reſt. Come unto me, 
all ye that travel, and are heavy-laden, was his royal and 
acceptable proclamation. That he came to ſeek and to 
ſave thoſe who were loſt,— loſt to their God, loſt to them- 
ſelves, loſt to future bleſledneſs : that he came not to call 
the righteous but ſinners to repentance : that he came to 
ſearch for and reſtore the wandering ſheep to the fold : to 
embrace with fatherly compaſſion, the returning prodigal : 
that his-grand buſineſs was the ranſom of Mankind, the 
reſcue of ſinners, the redemption of Tranſgreſſors: 
he continually witneſſed by every word and by every action. 
But above all, he gave teſtimony to the great, the conſo- 
latory truth : when, good and tender ſhepherd, he 
laid down his life for his ſheep ; when, as the prophet 
Iſaiah finely expreſſes it, he was wounded for our tranſgreſſ/- 


ons ; when the chaſiiſement of our peace was upon him : when 


he 


1121 
be us oppreſſed and he was afflicted : when he poured out 


his foul unto death : and the Lord laid on him the iniquity of 


us All.“ | 
Under this gracious diſpenſation, we have no longer any 

cauſe of doubt, diſtreſs or deſpair : no longer as in the 

heathen world, need we wander in the wretched wild of per- 


plexing uncertainty : oppreſt with the conſciouſneſs of guilt, 


whichwe fear canobtain no pardon : or unacquainted where- 
with to come before the Lord, or what ſacrifice to offer 
as an atonement for the fin of our ſouls. Happy for us 
tho' our guilt be complicated, and our offences numerous, 
we may be aſſur'd of forgiveneſs, thro' his ſufficient 
merits, who lived, who died, who roſe again to fave us. 
Whoſoever cometh to him, he hath himſelf declared, he 
will in no wiſe caſt out : he never rejects the petition of the 
contrite and the humble : with Him, real penitence and 
prayer never yet ſued in vain: Mone ever truſted in 
him, and was confounded : nor did he ever deſpiſe any that 
called upon him.+ 
And to perfect his heavenly purpoſe, not only pardon 
is freely beſtowed upon the penitent : but grace is given to 
aſſiſt, and the ſpirit of his love never witheld from thoſe, who 
wiſh, by future obedience, to win his regard, and to witneſs 
their fincere ſenſe of their former miſery and preſent happi- 
neſs. For we muſt never fail to remark, at all times, in teſti- 


* Sce the whole 53d Chapter. + Eccluſ, ii, 10. 
mony 


* 


(71 
mony of the complete. wiſdom and excellence of the 
Chriſtian diſpenſation ; that tho' it holds out to the peni- 
tent believer, the moſt ſubſtantial conſolation, in full and 
free forgiveneſs : yet that forgiveneſs is ever ſuſpended on 
the condition of future gratitude and obedience : a defi- 


_ ciency in which, will infallibly cancel all former grants of 


mercy. And thus, while with the moſt beautiful propri- 
ety, it affords the wiſh'd, the only valuable, relief to the 
repenting ſinner; it yet adminiſters not the leaſt encourage- 
ment to fin itſelf : thundering out its threats to the pre- 


ſumptuous oftender : ſweetly tendering i its divineſt _ 
to the contrite and ſelf-abaſed Chriſtian. This was : 


point, human wiſdom, and the ſchools of antient "vin 


cou'd never arrive at : they knew no means to fave the 
guilty, yet condemn the guilt : they knew no method to 
preſerve at once the honour of the Mercy and of the 


Fuſtice of the ſupreme ruler of mankind. * 


Thus 


* Dr. Young, in his Night-Thoughts, has finely enlarged on this topic: 


O'er guilt, (how mountainous ? ) with outſtretcht arms. 
Stern 7u/tice, and ſoft ſmiling love embrace, 
Supporting in full majeſty the throne, 
When ſeem' d its majeſty to need ſupport, 
Or that, or man inevitably loſt, 
What but the fathomleſs of thought divine 
Cou'd labour ſuch expedient from defpair, 
And reſcue both? both reſcue, both exalt ! 
O how are both exalted by the deed ? 
The wond'rous deed ! or ſhall I call it more 


A wonder in omnipotence itſelf ! 
A my- 


[3]. 


Thus we ſee the religion of Chriſt is conullinily cal- 5 


culated to anſwer the wants of imperfect mortals: to re- 
lieve the ſoul from the preſſure of conſcious offence : to 
wipe the tears from the eye of drooping penitence : to 


awaken the beſt, and higheſt hopes in the ſoul : and to 


lead from diſtreſs, anxiety, and deſpair, to comfort and 


peace, to renewed Virtue, Gratitude, and God. 


II. Can it fail then to fill your fouls, with the moſt 
ſenſible joy, when you reflect, that all the comforts of this 
bleſſed religion may be yours: that all the felicities it pro- 
poſeth are now within the reach of your future good en- 
deavours: that led, by real penitence and faith, to your 
Saviour and your hope ; preſent pardon undoubtedly is 
yours: future bliſs will be yours, as undoubtedly ; if you 


happily perſevere in the good part you have choſen ! And 


we will not be backward to believe, but that the ſame right 


inclinations which induced you to ſeek this peacefu] haven, 
from 


A myſtery no leſs to Gods, than men! 

Not thus our infidels th' eternal draw, 
A God all o'er conſummate, abſolute, 
Full orb'd in his whole round of rays complete : 
They ſet at odds heaven's jarring attributes : 
And with one excellence another wound : 
Maim heaven's perfection, break its equal beams, 
Bid mercy triumph over--- God himſelf ; 
Undeify'd by their opprobious praiſe : 
A God ALL mercy, is a God unjuſt, 


Night 4th, page 92. 
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from the ſtorm and tempeſt of vice and the word, will 
thro' Grace continue to influence your conduct; + and to 


preſerve you ſtedfaſt in thoſe reſolutions, which we doubt 


not, you will uſe all proper means to ſtrengthen ; and for 
which all proper means are in this place provided you. 


For only reflect, had not the mercy of God brought you | 


to this manſion, had not his gracious goodneſs provided a 
reception and an aſylum for you here; whither muſt you 


have fled ; and what reſource could you have found from 
your preſſing diſtreſs? Loſt to Virtue, of conſequence, you 


were loſt to reputation: the moſt humane and beneficent 
could only behold and commiſerate; they had no power to 
relieve, Loſt to Virtue, you were loſt to your friends, even 
to your beſt and neareſt friends; even to the beloved pa- 
rents, whoſe delight you once were ; who with tender and 
ſleepleſs anxiety, watch'd over your infant wants; who, 
perhaps, with daily toil, ſoften'd by the endearments of 
parental * labour'd to * your growing neceſſi- 
0 — 51-ffnes 5 

} Tt is but diſcharging a debt juſtly due to the good conduct of the women in general, 

to inform the public, that, there appears amongſt them every ſign of real penitence, which 
cou'd have been expected: of many, we cou'd ſpeak with the higheſt commendation; 


and when the circumſtances of ſome are conſider'd, who have unhappily never had the 
advantages of education; it will be rather marvellous, that they demean themſelves ſo well, 


and improve ſo much, than that they ſhould behave otherwiſe. The judicious and humane, 


refleing upon themſelves, and upon human frailty, will never too ſuddenly expect perfec- 
tion in any: and till we are ſo ourſelves, under ſuperiour advantages, let us not be too 
haſty in condemning others for the want of it, under advantages, greatly inferior, For 
proofs of propriety of ſentiment, I refer, as upon a former occaſion, to the manuſcrip pt papers, 


in the hands of Mr, Dingley. 
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ties; and who hung with pleaſure, with anxious, bleeding 


pleaſure, over the child of their comfort : little on ah 


little ſuſpected the fad ſource of their future miſery! Loſt 
to Virtue, you were loſt to yourſelves : worſt loſs | of all! loſt 


to reflection, and the knowledge of your fearful danger ; 


loſt to your God, and treading, with careleſs terror, on the 


alarming precipice of utter ruin, and ſpeedy death. And that 
death, introduction to one eternal, irremediable; that dread- 
ful death muſt inevitably have been your lot! For where could 


you have fled to eſcape it: who would have pour'd the balm 
of Chriſtian mercy into your bleeding conſciences, and rais'd 
you to the hope of pardon and of life? nay, how cou d thoſe 
conſciences, amidſt the defilements of ſin, have admitted 


it? whither could you have fled from anguiſh and from 
woe unutterable | cut off in the very bloſſom of your fins : 
early ſacrifices, young + and unpitied offerings to the re- 
morſeleſs grave. And had your ſorrows ended here, your 
fate had been leſs to be deplor d: but alas |— this had been 


but the beginning of ſorrows. — #* 
'Tis too affecting the review: I urge no more: only let 


your converſation be as becometh this great redemption : 


only labour to ſhew yourſelves ſenſible of the exquiſite 


bleſſings vouchſafed you: of that unſpeakable goodneſs of 
| + | God, | 


+ For this point, I refer to the Sermon before the Preſident, &c. Page 1 3. quarto, 
For more on this head, I refer, to what I have ſaid in the Advice to the Magdalens,” 


Page 11. 


[ _ ] 
| God, which hath reach'd out the kind hand of preſervation, 


and receiv'd you from the impending deſtruction: the 
goodneſs of that God, who is full of compaſſion and Mercy, 


long-ſu Hering and very pitiful ; who forgiveth Ant, and ſuveth 


in time of alſliction.— Here, ſavd from the threatning 
ſtorm, you may look back and contemplate your danger, 


the more to inſpire you with gratitude and praiſe. And 


while in ſincere contrition you lament your paſt miſcon- 
duct; remember, to elevate your hopes, that free mercy 
and forgiveneſs awaits you, thro his divine merits, who 
came to ſeek and to ſave that which was loſt. Happy 
in the ſenſe of which, you will think no time too long, no 
endeavours too ſevere, to teſtify the grateful ſenſe you have 
of theſe bleſſings, to ſhew the ſincerity of your repen- 
tance and faith: All you can do will ſeem mean and poor 
in compariſon of the good things you have received. But 
all you can do, muſt be exerted: and your beſt endeavours, 


however frail, will be graciouſly accepted by the Lord, 
whom you ſerve : the kindneſs of your noble and generous 


friends and benefactors will thus be ſecured; — nay and per- 
| haps you may thus ſerve to keep alive the laſt lingerings of 


ſome aged parents breath: to gain from their pale and 
trembling lips the bleſſing you have forfeited, but muſt”. 


rejoice to obtain: filled with the higheſt ſatisfaction, while 
you enable them to ſay, © Lord, it is enough;---Let thy 


| ſervant now Ep in peace: my unhappy but beloved 
n N child 


child is recovered and =. it is enough---that 
I have thus ſeen her before I die.” * 1 


III. Were it only (right riobls and Md hearers) 


to relieve the diſtreſs and remove the anguiſh of one ſuch 
parent, I perſuade myſelf, you would think the preſent 
deſign moſt worthy your attention: and *tis with pleaſure 
we can obferve, that this is no imaginary ſuppoſition f. 
No heart can be unconſcious of, or unaffected by the 


tenderneſs of parental regard: nor can any earthly affliction 


be ſuppoſed ſuperior to that, which wounds the affectionate 
parents heart, thro the offence and ruin of a beloved and 
unhappy child. By reſtoring, then and recovering fuch 
children, the moſt noble and commendable of human 
affections, the parental, is comforted and relieved : and 
not only the child, but the parent too ſhares in the gene- 
rous Mercy, 

But not in this view only, under whatever circumſtances 
we conſider it, every laudable motive, every ſentiment of 
religion, of virtue, of humanity, pathetically pleads for 
this undertaking ; and we are ſatisfied will not zow plead 
in vain. From the ſurvey we have taken of the grand de- 
ſign of Chriſtianity, and the benevolent purpoſe of the 
Son of God in coming among us, to /eek and to ſave that 
which 


* See Gen. xlv. 28 
+ Several parents have already been reconciled to their nn one, in particular, at 
affecting meeting, made ufe of nearly the ſame words, with thoſe uſed above. 


t 
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which was oft, we have ſeen. abundantly, how conformable 


the preſent inſtitution i is to that deſign: founded as it is upon 
the ſame godlike principle of ſeeking and ſaving thoſe who 


were loſt ; who muſt otherwiſe (it is more than probable) 


have been loſt for ever : loſt in the very beginning of their 
life; loſt in the bittereſt of diſtreſs. For what greater 
diſtreſs can even imagination fancy, than that of a wretch- 
ed female, plung” d, by one falſe ſtep perhaps, into irre- 
trievable ſuffering : diſpoiled by ſickneſs, by ſorrow, and 


by ſhame of all that lovelineſs, which poſſibly had been 


the fatal cauſe of her undoing : : and ſinking into everlaſt- 
ing miſery, amidſt want, and cold, and nakedneſs; deſerted 
by every friend; deprived of every conſolation and un- 
able to ſupport at once---for alas who can ſupport--- the 
inſufferable load of an agonizing body, and a condemning 
conſcience | 


If Rome decreed a Civic crown and public honours to 
him, who faved the life of a fingle citizen; of what: 
honours may not they be thought worthy,who ſhall conduce 
not only to ſave ſo many lives, to their country : but alſo | 
| to 


+ In this fingle view, — independant of their parents, families, and their own eternal 


ſalvation, — That the preſent deſign takes out of the public ſtreets, ſo many objects, who 


are the peſt and the reproach of the metropolis, who exiſt by making a prey of the thought- 
leſs, and unwary, the maudling huſband, and the unguarded prentice; and that it renders 
them happy, healthy, uſeful members of the ſociety.—Surely in this ſingle view, it merits 
every commendation. But ſay ſome the ſtreets are not leſs peſter'd now, than before this 


ER. This, we are ee is not . true ; and we apprehend it cannot be 


true 


——— — - — nec 
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to reſcue ſouls the ſouls of many fellow creatures and 
fellow Chriſtians, from death ever/a/{ing ! If any thing be 
- praiſe-worthy ſuch benevolence hath the juſteſt claim to 
that praiſe : aſſuredly it is moſt becoming the Chriſtian cha- 
racter, moſt becoming the nobleſt virtue, the beſt and moſt 
generous humanity :---For ſhould we ſuffer ſuch miſerable 
unfortunates to periſh unpitied : nor attend to the cries of 
| thoſe, who, in the moſt exquiſite calamity, call aloud for our 
| relief: the cries of that ſofter * and more helpleſs ſex, Who 
| ſeem peculiarly to claim heir protection, to whoſe com- 
| forts in life they ſo eminently adminiſter : the affecting 


FLY 


| eries of thoſe, who have no other means of redreſs, who 


have no other power of return ;--- ſhall we ſuffer them 
to periſh, caſt oft, abhorred, and neglected by all: and 


ſteeled 


true: the diminution of ſo many women as are now in the Magdalen Houſe, cannot fail to 
be perceived, in ſome quarters of the Town at leaſt : and miſchief is indiſputably prevented: 
as they muſt have been employ'd in their dire trade, had they not been ſhelter'd there :— tho” 
alas, poor wretches, many of them had certainly been no longer nuſances in this world. 
110 But ſuppoſing this fact true, we obſerve, that it reflects not at all upon the charity, nor the 
1 worthy ſupporters of it: who have not the immediate power to cleanſe the ſtreets. They 
ſhou'd look to that, whom it directly concerns. And we have good hope they will do ſo : 
exerting all their influence.— which ſurely every well-wiſher to Society ſhould exert, --- 
to expel this ſcandalous dehlement from the grand and moſt public ſtreets of our city. A 
defilement, we remark with ſome concern, not found in any other civilized city, upon 
carth. And, pleas'd as we are, to conceive our own one of the moſt civilized, and the 
moſt Chriſtian, how can we ſuffer ſuch a reproach to diſgrace at at once our police and our 
Chri/lianity ? 
* We hope the poet's remark will be verified in "_— to theſe ow creatures. 8 0 

When women ſue, | ui 518 call 0 

Men give like Gods: but when they weep and knee, 

All their petitions are as truly theirs, | 

As they themſelves would owe them. 


„ 1 Dun een ww aan - aud. Lond 
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gene to pity by their * not FA melted by their miſery 
and diſtreſs 1 - 5 

And yet perhaps for their Gli to ſoſten the rigour 
of obdurate Virtue, (tho indeed true virtue leſs requires to 
be ſoftened the moſt virtuous are always the moſt com- 
paſſionate -) yet perhaps to extenuate their faults, much 


they might have to plead; nay much they have to plead: 
the complicated arts of ſeducers: the treachery of per- 


fidious friends: the ſoftneſſes of yielding nature. Some the 
early loſs of parents: others the deficiency of religious 
principles, and ſerious education: and many, too too many 
the reſiſtleſs calls of hunger, and of thirſt l One falſe ſtep 
too, they might urge, plunged them in a ſea of difficulty * 
barred up every avenue of return: and left them a fad 


prey to inevitable ruin; while the ſource of their miſery | 


felt neither remorſe for their ſeduction, nor found a ſingle 
ſtain on his reputation : tho' theirs, unhappily blaſted, 
every eye beheld them with fcorn.+--- Oh let them then--- 

. for 


It is a fact, which hath undeniably been proved, ſince the eſtabliſhment of the Mag- 
dalen Houſe; tho' indeed, I believe, rarely denied, that far the greater part of theſe miſerable 


women have, both, been introduc'd by others into a ſtate of proſtitution; and have been 


unavoidably detained in that courſe of life, ſhocking to themſelves; ſome by debt, ſome by 
downright deſpair, ſome merely to ſupply their bodily neceſſities, and ſome by the abſolute 
impoſſibility of procuring a reception from their diſtreſs, and the means of honeſt ſupport. 

+ It is ſaid, that a law formerly prevail'd in Tuſcany, (as my worthy friend, our Trea- 
ſurer, informs me) in order to prevent robberies ; that in cafe a man ſhou'd fuffer himſelf 
to be robbed by a ſingle man, (unleſs we prefume, by ſurprize or manifeſtly ſuperior 
ſtrength) that the perſon robbed ſhou'd him/elf ſuffer the ignominious puniſhment due 


to 
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for honour and for compaſſions ſake,--- let them experi- 
ence your beneficent regard : let them have, at leaſt, one 
chance - for life and for pardon : : caſt them not utterly 


away: but ſave ſuch as are willing to be ſaved, from 


miſery infinitely beyond the power of my pen to paint: 
reſtore, with the tenderneſs and humanity which ſo diſ- 


tinguiſheth Britain, thoſe who are deſirous, (as their ad- 


miſſion into this houſe ſufficiently demonſtrates, which 


is at once a pleaſing recommendation in their favour, and 
the beſt, nay the only proof they can give of their ſincere 


defire to recover their loſt: character, and of their diſap- 
probation of the ways of vice)---reſtore thoſe,” who are de- 
ſirous to be reſtored : reſtore them to their God, to their 


parents, to their country, to themſelves : that ſo 2% blefſ- 


ing of thoſe, who are ready to periſb, may come upon you: and 


you | 


to a robber, However hard and barbarous this cuſtom may appear, there is a ſimilar one, 
but in a higher degree, which now prevails in one of the moſt civilized nations in the known 
world, Where a man has the privilege of arming himſelf at all points: may uſe every 
ſtratagem and artifice, nay, and even engage others to aſſiſt him, — in order to violate the 
moſt valuable property of another, however weak and incapable of reſiſtance (with this pre- 
vito only that main ruffian force is not abſolutely uſed, tho' this not unfrequently is the caſe ;) 
Yet the plunderer not only eſcapes unimpeach'd ; but dares to make a boaſt of his act, and 


values himſelf upon ruining one, whoſe greateſt fault perhaps was only too much love for 
him, and too little ſuſpicion of his honour : while the poor bereft object is perſecuted with : 


the utmoſt contempt, and miſery : left without any means'of ſupporting a wretched exi- 

ſtence, but by becoming a peſt of Society, a burden to herſelf, and an ignominy to her whole 

family, who are noceflarily involved in her ruin and diſgrace.— Let the reader apply. —And 

then think 8 in what eſtimation thoſe infamous wretches ſhou'd be held, who live, by theſe 

arts. — Nay, can they believe, as the poet finely remarks, their long 15 a li ife, fo flink- 
mygly depending. 


1 #7 f 
you may © one day hear, come ye bleſſed, I was an hungry, 
and ye fed me; I was naked, and ye clothed me: I was a 
ranger, and ye tool me e 

But I forbear further to preſs the cauſe of theſe 3 
ſufferers before the preſent audience: ſatisfied of your tender 
regard and humane diſpoſition to relieve the afflicted, and to 
raiſe the drooping head of miſery and diſtreſs. 

Beſides, the fruits of this good undertaking r now before 
your eyes, will be more prevailing, than any arguments that 
might be urged, and will prove, we do not doubt, far more 
perſuaſive. The decent and aſſecting view of ſo many 
fellow creatures, reſcued from the loweſt ebb of ſorrow, and 
from the very brink of. ruin everlaſting ; cannot fail to 
diffuſe the moſt pleaſing ſatisfaction thro every benevolent 
breaſt : and a moment's reflection on the ſtriking contraſt 
between their preſent and their paſt ſtate, will not fail to 
improve that ſatisfaction. With devout and chearful me- 
lody thoſe voices now praiſe their God, which late were 
employ'd in far different exerciſes: earneſt ſupplications 
and praiſes, now happily flow from the lips, which were 
lately prophan'd in a contrary ' ſervice. For the garments 
of ſhame they are cloath'd with the robes of decency. For 
intemperance and defilement they put on ſobriety, meek- 
neſs, and virtue: from the ſervants of Satan and fin, they 


are MARE: the ſervants of God and of Holineſs: and for 
51 en heirs 


heirs of eternal miſery, are de thro? hope, happy: - 


candidates for a kingdom of eternal glory. 
Who, but muſt rejoice in the reflection; who, that beats 


a heart, touch'd at all with the tender feelings of humane 
good-will, or influenc'd at all by the nobler ſentiments of 
divine and Chriſtian love; --- who, but muſt with good 
ſucceſs to fo benevolent a deſign, which may be the means 
of bringing numbers from the error of their ways, and of 
turning many from darkneſs and death, to light and to life ?: 
Earthly glories may fade, and the honours of time, and' 
| the world will leave us: but a ſubſerviency to beneficent 
I attempts like theſe will ever comfort us, will attend us be- 
8 yond the grave : theſe are imperial works ; and ſuch as will 
ſur vive the proudeſt pillars and moſt ſuperb Mauſoleums: 


works we are aſſured, which will never want your honour- 
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| able countenance. 
| | Yet permit me, ILLUSTRIOUS PRINCE, on behalf of : 
this infant charity, to requeſt your favourable and generous i 
[ | attention in particular. Happy in your preſence, it would [ 
Il rejoice in your protection: for that protection wou'd: ſerve ſ 
| E to dignify the undertaking, already much honour'd, and f 
Il} amply encouraged : and that protection wou'd tend to en- T 
10 roll it, amidſt the diſtinguiſhed bleſſings of the preſent happy _ t 
| zra : which ſhines no leſs glorious in the gentler arts of t 
| peace, than in the high atchievments of war. And in It 

which it ves every Briton joy to reflect, that while the 

world 


[ 29 ] 
world around him is in arms, he fits ſecure beneath his 
own vine and his own fig-tree ; plans at pleaſing leiſure the 
milder, ſchemes; of humanity and. benevolence ;; ſtudious to 
preſerve life, while war is buſy to deſtroy; and under the 
auſpices. of a beloved ſovereign, gathers. the choiceſt ſweets 
of ſucceſsful union, perfect liberty, and undiſturb d repoſe. 


May ul e ol heaven, long continue thels Excellent 
bleſſings to us: may it crown our gracious and venerable 
monarch with peace, as it hath crown'd him with glory : 
and protect his illuſtrious line from generation to genera- 
tion. May works of beneficence and humanity abound 
ſtill more and more amongſt us: and may the preſent eſ- 


Pecially bud, bloſſom, and 'beas fruit abundantly, under the 
dew of princely and right noble favour. May it prove a 

bleſſing to numberleſs ſouls, in their perfect ſalvation : an 
advantage to our country in the preſervation of many lives : 
and an honour to our holy religion in the zeal of its worthy 


ſupporters. And may the fouls of thoſe who are reſcued 


by means hereof from ſorrow, ſhame, and death, from pre- 
ſent and eternal miſery, gratefully unite in conſtant prayers 
for every generous inſtrument in the good work ; — and 
may every generous inſtrument be amply bleſt by the fa- 
ther of mercies with every defireable bleſſing, peace, and 
true felicity on earth; eternal peace and unfading felicity 


in heaven, thro' Jeſus Chriſt our Lord. Amen. 
F 1 
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